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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, IR 

SUBJECT: KHUZESTAN WELL FIRE 

1. ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, AT AROUND 9 AM, BLOWOUT OCCURRED AT 
RAG-E-SEFID WELL NUMBER 33, AN EXPLORATION WELL INTENDED TO 
TEST DEEP KHAMI LIMESTONE BELOW ASMARI PRODUCING FORMATION. 
BLOWOUT OCCURRED AT DEPTH OF 2018 METERS IN RAG-E-SEFID RESER- 
VOIR'S GAS DOME, WHICH CONTAINS GAS AT 3700-3900 PSI. BLOWOUT 
APPARENTLY OCCURRED AS FOLLOWS: CREW HAD JUST SET 9-5/8 INCH 
CASING, AND DISCOVERED THAT CEMENT, INSTEAD OF FORMING SEAL 
AROUND CASING, HAD BEEN LOST IN FORMATION. THEY WERE PREPARING 

TO CEMENT AGAIN WHEN WELL BEGAN BLOWING THROUGH ANNULUS BETWEEN 
9-5/8 INCH AND 13-3/8 INCH CASING. 

2. BLOWOUT CAUGHT FIRE ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31, WHILE CREWS WERE 
ATTEMPTING TO EMPLACE EQUIPMENT TO CLOSE THE WELL. ESTIMATES 
OF AMOUNT OF GAS BURING RANGE FROM 20 MILLION TO AS HIGH AS 

50 MILLION CU FT PER DAY OF GAS. ONLY MEANS NOW AVAILABLE TO 
PLUG WELL WILL BE DIRECTIONAL WELLS TO INTERCEPT THE BLOWING 
WELL, THROUGH WHICH CEMENT CAN BE PUMPED IN TO PLUG IT. WE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TEHRAN 10804 051335Z 

UNDERSTAND SITES ARE NOW BEING PREPARED FOR TWO RIGS TO DRILL 
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SUCH INTERCEPT WELLS. AS MUCH AS A WEEK TO TEN DAYS IS REQUIRED 
TO PREPARE SITE AND MOVE IN RIGS. DRILLING OF INTERCEPT 
WELLS WILL TAKE THIRTY-ODD DAYS. THUS, FIRE UNLIKELY TO BE 
PUT OUT BEFORE EARLY DECEMBER. BLOWOUT IS NOT AFFECTING OIL 
PRODUCTION OPERATIONS BUT ONE OSCO PETROLEUM ENGINEER ESTIMATES 
LOSSES MAY EXCEED $6 MILLION. 
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